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My Secondary School Days
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To mark the 40th anniversary of the commencement of our secondary schooling, those of us who studied 

at Queen’s College, Hong Kong during the period1964 – 1971 contributed a kind of memoirs essays, to be 

included in a 600-page volume
¨¨ ¨¨

and printed in 2006 for private circulation. This article was the 

“‘assignment” I handed in, originally only for the eyes of my schoolmates. It is reprinted here for those who 

may be interested in tracking the roots of my education beliefs.  
 

I was in Form 1A, 2A, 3A, 4W, 5A, 6LA (or was it officially UPJA, for University Preparatory Junior 

Arts?), and 6UA. But I have yet to leave school, because after 3 years at HKU, I went back to a secondary 

school and have been working there since, first as a teacher, and for the last ten years, as the principal. Looking 

back, I am increasingly aware that those seven years at QC has influenced my views on teaching, and so, to a 

certain extent, has indirectly shaped the minds of thousands of youngsters in my hand.  
 

First week in QC  
 

First week in QC, we were assigned to eight different Houses and were to attend our House AGM. Having 

become a Crook boy, I rushed, together with another Crook boy from 1A, to reach a place called the Art Room 

for our first Crook meeting. But we didn't even know how to pronounce the word 'Crook", nor did we know 

where or what Art Room was. As we were wandering in the corridor, anxiously looking for our place, a teacher 

happened to pass by. I was too shy to ask him for direction. But my 1A classmate marched boldly up to him and 

said:" Sin shaang, C-R-O-O-K where...?" I couldn’t help laughing at his funny way of saying C-R-O-O-K letter 

by letter. But well, we all know " he who laughs last laughs best". 
 

Many years later, this 1A chubby boy would rise to be the deputy head of one of the top universities in the 

world (certainly one of the top two in Hong Kong). His name is Jack Cheng Chun Yiu. From this small episode 

that took place over 40 years ago, you can see why Jack now heads a university, while I only head a secondary 

school. Jack may have forgotten this early victory of his, but it has remained in my mind since then. (Professor 

Cheng Chun Yiu, is now Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Chinese University of Hong Kong) 
 

Chuk Kin says he was punished by Wong Sui Leung, the Head Prefect. Well, I was too. Head Prefect Wong 

behaved and certainly looked like an imposing figure. On one of his patrol rounds, he caught me scribbling 

something on the blackboard in our 1A classroom. He signalled me out for a sermon, and then made me write a 

composition as punishment. I was scared, and wrote a page of something to him. He did a good thing by 

awarding my d-grade essay a B grade, which lifted me out of my inferiority complex, and has made me 

remember him ever since. (Mr. Lau Chuk Kin, Chairman of a listed company; Mr. Wong Sui Leung, formerly 

General Manager Of Photomax, passed away at his prime age) 

To be continued.      
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