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My name is Jenny Chiu, I studied here at Wong Siu Ching from F1 to F6. After F6, I decided to further my education 

in Melbourne Australia. For the first few months, it was difficult for me to communicate without misunderstanding 

others. Since I had indeed only very basic communication skills, I started my first part time job as a waitress at a 

Chinese restaurant. The pay was low, the amount of work was huge but no one there seemed to complain too much 

as we all understood that we didn’t have much choice. I hated it but I needed money so I kept working there until this 

very one day that I couldn’t stand it anymore.  

I believed that the only way to escape was that I must improve my English so that I could find a better job. I wanted 

to improve my English so badly that I could get away from there as soon as possible. I encourage myself to speak up 

and listen to what the customers said more carefully. I found myself learning much more when I started to engage 

into conversation with customers  

After 7 months working in this restaurant I found another job working as a sales assistant in a fast food store. I was 

quite proud of myself at that time because I was the first Chinese student among my group of friends in Australia that 

was employed by a restaurant that is not run by Chinese. However I was very stressed. Still I was so afraid to ask 

questions even when I didn’t understand the manager’s instruction. Later on when I saw other girls who were 

younger than me could operate the cashier machine much quicker and better than I did because they kept asking the 

manager how to do this and that no matter how stupid those questions might seem, I realized that there is no stupid 

question, only stupid people do not ask question! ME! Only by asking question can you know and learn! 

I worked there for another a year and half then I moved on to another job as a cosmetic consultant. But this time I got 

even more stressed when I started this job because it then required even higher English standard. Previously I only 

needed to know how to react to what customers want but now I also needed to know how to offer help and interact 

with customers with various needs and problems with their skin. And it was very challenging! So guess how I got 

through it? I went to different cosmetic counters in shopping malls and let the people there serve me, then I learnt 

from them!  

Working in a shopping centre let me see languages from a different perspective. The more people I interacted with at 

my new job, the more I see how powerful it is to be good at more than just one language. From there I built up my 

interest in languages and therefore I decided to find another job which would give me relevant working experience, 

which is the part time job that I’m still working as a tele-interviewer in a market research company. Tele-interviewer 

is someone who conducts survey through phone conversation. I enjoyed working there not only because I have the 

opportunity to apply my multi-lingual skills, as one call you would conduct the survey in English, the next call you 

might have to speak in Chinese but also, I started to find respect from colleagues in the company that they needed 

people with good command of Chinese as well. Later on when I was involved in translating the English 

questionnaires into Chinese, I realized how lucky I am to have been educated in Hong Kong, such a special place 

that we are exposed to both languages almost everywhere. The point I would like to stress here today is, learning 

English and to be good at English doesn’t guarantee you success. To be successful there are a lot more things to 

consider. However, having good English does give you more options, it opens to the door to more opportunities for 

you to explore and to achieve what you want.  

So work hard, be open-minded, don’t be afraid to raise questions, as there is never a silly question, always have a 

challenging mind while learning and I wish you all the best and a bright future! Thank you! 
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John Stokes, The Principal 
Szeto Wah Fu mentions about how Mr. Stokes chose to sign and write remarks on thousands of Report Cards instead 
of having them stamped by office clerks. As a school principal myself, I can assure you that it was a rare feat on the 
part of this special principal, and to be greatly appreciated. I myself wanted to emulate him but found it too difficult to 
persist. 
You may recall that during our time, Mr. Stokes had already donated blood 25 times. To me, this number was 
awe-inspiring. Many years later, I would follow his example in giving blood. Now I am approaching the 20 donations 
mark, and hope my students will be inspired by my example as Stokes has inspired me. 
We QC boys were, according to Mr. Balshaw," excellent in spelling, terrible in pronunciation". I remember Mr. Stokes 
invited (or made?) our schoolmate Yam Shun Wah to recite something in English during the Assemblies. I believe Mr. 
Stokes wanted to create a stage for character building as well as improving students’ speaking skills. The image of the 
F. 2 (or 1?) boy Yam Shun Wah standing on the stage speaking English left a lasting impression in my mind. Now, as 
the principal of a secondary school, I, almost on a daily basis, make students speak English in front of hundreds of 
people, just like Mr. Stokes did so many years ago. (Mr. Balshaw, English teacher from England, informally voted the 
best teacher of QC, is best remembered for promptly returning marked compositions to students, usually on the next 
day!) 
Teachers, good and bad 
Everyone who has been to school must have come across at least one excellent teacher, and at least one really 
dreadful one. We certainly had a good share of both. We all have different teachers in mind to fit the "excellent" type. 
I myself have always admired the competent So brothers (Yiu & Fai Cho), Hing Chai, Frank Huang and others. 
(Mr. So Fai Cho, English teacher, later left QC to become an AO and would rise to be the head of the Urban Services 
Department, Mr. So Fai Cho, Yiu Cho’s elder brother, later headed the Chinese Section of the Education Department; 
Mr. Liu Hing Chai, Chinese teacher and Discipline Master, an amateur astronomer, later set up the Hong Kong 
Planetarium and served as its head; Mr. Frank Huang, music teacher, an accomplished cellist and baritone, also 
played for the Hong Kong Philharmonic.) 
 I was not at all enthusiastic about music lessons then, but I am still singing songs Huang taught us in F.1, songs like 
‘Oh! No John’, ‘Loch Lomond’, and occasionally ’ Hail alma mater.’ Some twenty years after that Loch Lomond 
lesson, I would take all the troubles to travel to Scotland, just to see Loch Lomond, and by the banks of the Loch, I 
would sing the song loud and clear to the water below. Frank Huang would be pleased to know that.  
When we come to pick a teacher to fit the lousy category, I believe there would be wide consensus among us, because 
our generation of QC boys were plagued by a certain Chinese language teacher, whose name I need not mention here. 
I remember, in F.2, Shek Chi Ming (alias Shek Tou Ming? our Beatles fanatic) and I and lots of others waged a 
semi-open cold war against this man. I tricked him into awarding me the highest mark by fiercely attacking "students 
who do not respect teachers" in a Chinese Composition. I couldn't care less about that mark, but was thrilled by the 
fact that I succeeded in defeating (?) him in his arena! One or two teachers of such quality have not prevented QC 
boys from shining. But that was, nevertheless, a war without winners. And our image of our alma mater still suffers as 
a result of someone being placed in the wrong profession four decades ago. Now I try my best to keep them far away, 
but alas, only with limited success. (To be continued) 
The writer is the Principal of Po On Commercial Association Wong Siu Ching Secondary School, Hong Kong. 
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